










Petition for the Abolition of the Islamic Apostasy Law
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Shari‘a (Islamic) law prescribes the death penalty for adult male Muslims who choose to leave
Islam. Most of the Islamic schools of law also have the death sentence for women. Other

penalties are also imposed.

This is more than a campaign. It is a matter of life and death. Please sign this petition by writing
your name and address clearly below. We will then send you future editions of our free magazine, Barnabas Aid,

containing updates on the campaign and information to encourage your prayers and involvement.

Please return completed petition forms to Barnabas Fund at your national office by the end of 2009.

www.barnabasfund.org
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Focus

In Western society, we often take the 
availability of food for granted. 
However, the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations 
predicted that in 2009 world hunger 
would have reached a historic high of 
1.02 billion people going hungry every 
day. Particularly affected are 
countries in Africa and Asia, where, 
for many, including Christians, it is 
not a question of “What food will I 
choose?”, but more a question of 
“What can I afford?” or even “Will I 
eat today?”

The Bible’s Call
to Feed the 
Hungry
As we read with our eyes open to God’s 
priorities (Psalm 146:7), we see that 
there are many places throughout the 
Bible where He tells us to care for others 

out of our wealth, in gratitude for what He 
has done for us. In Isaiah, we are told: 

  Is not this the kind of fasting I have 
chosen: Is it not to share your food with 
the hungry... and if you spend 
yourselves in behalf of the hungry and 
satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 
and your night will become like the 
noonday. (Isaiah 58:6-10)

Ezekiel acknowledges that a righteous 
person 

...does not oppress anyone, but returns 
what he took in pledge for a loan. He 
does not commit robbery but gives his 
food to the hungry and provides 
clothing for the naked... He follows my 
decrees and faithfully keeps my laws. 
That man is righteous; he will surely 
live, declares the Sovereign LORD. 
(Ezekiel 18:5-7)

This theme of helping to feed those who 
are hungry is carried from the Old 
Testament through to the New Testament,

where it is applied specifically to feeding 
other Christians. The parable of the Sheep 
and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46) says 
the following:

  When the Son of Man comes in his 
glory, and all the angels with him, he will 
sit on his glorious throne. All the nations 
will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate the people one from another as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats. He will put the sheep on his 
right and the goats on his left. Then the 
King will say to those on his right, 
“Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world. For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat...”  
(Matthew 25:31-35)

When those on His right ask “Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you?” 
(Matthew 25:37), the King replies “Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me” (Matthew 25:40).

Feeding Hungry Christians

Zimbabwean Christians working 
together to unload the food parcels 
received from Barnabas
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Jesus identifies so closely with His people 
in their suffering that how we respond to 
them is directly related to how we 
respond to Him. 

And so we should recognise that God 
has chosen us to meet the needs of our 
brothers and sisters who are hungry. 
James 2 also sets out this responsibility 
clearly:

  What good is it, my brothers and 
sisters, if people claim to have faith but 
have no deeds? Can such faith save 
them? Suppose a brother or sister is 
without clothes and daily food. If one 
of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and well fed,” but does 
nothing about their physical needs, 
what good is it? In the same way, faith 
by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead. (James 2:14-17)

So as God’s people, we are called by the 
Lord to minister to His suffering people, 
Christians who are scattered across the 
world in situations of great need and 
persecution, despised, weak, vulnerable 
and oppressed. Paul tells us that “As we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong 
to the family of believers” (Galatians 
6:10, emphasis added).

Why Are 
Christians so 
Vulnerable?
Christians are particularly vulnerable for 
a number of different reasons. 

First and foremost, hunger is caused by 
famine due to natural occurrences. In 
these contexts, Christians suffer along 
with everyone else. These include 
common events such as crop failure, 
pestilence or drought but also more 
unusual phenomena. For example in 
Burma (Myanmar), once every 50 years, 
the native bamboo plants flower and 
produce fruit. This fruit greatly increases 
rat fertility and birth-rate leading to a huge 
rat population which then devours 
everything that is edible, leaving the local 
Chin people, who are mainly Christian 
and suffer persecution, little to eat except 
the rats themselves.

But where Christians are discriminated 
against in everyday life, they may suffer 
hunger more intensely than other sections 
of the population. For example, in the 
wake of some natural disasters, whether 
earthquakes, hurricanes, floods or 
drought, Christians may be overlooked 
when it comes to aid distribution. 
Following the cyclone in Burma in 2008, 
the ruling military junta was initially 
reluctant to accept international aid. Even 
though they eventually relented, some 
areas that were predominantly Christian 
were still denied assistance. After the 
2004 tsunami, Christians in one Indian 
village were left without food, while the 
Hindu residents were given aid. In Aceh, 
Indonesia, Christians were offered aid 
only on the condition that they converted 
to Islam.

The world is currently experiencing a 
global food crisis. The UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation reports that the 
most recent increase in hunger is not the 
consequence of poor harvests worldwide 
but is in fact caused by the international 
economic downturn, which has resulted 
in lower incomes and increased 
unemployment, thereby reducing access 
to food for the poor. 

This too can be a particular issue for 
Christians who face discrimination 
because of their faith. In many parts of 
Africa and Asia, Christianity is the minority 
faith and God’s people suffer from a cruel 
cycle of illiteracy and poverty. Their 
inability to read and write makes them 
eligible for only the worst and lowest-paid 

jobs, and some may find it hard to get a 
job at all because of anti-Christian 
discrimination. In India, some 60% of 
Christians are Dalits, who occupy the 
lowest level of Indian society. The 
literacy rate among Dalits is less than 
40% and they often have the worst jobs, 
such as toilet cleaning or refuse 
collection. Insufficient wages means that 
they can barely afford the necessities, 
and whatever food they do manage to 
buy is unlikely to be nutritious. Their 
limited economic resources mean that 
their children are unable to go to school, 
and so the spiral continues. 

In addition, Christians often find 
themselves in situations of hunger 
following anti-Christian violence. Such 
persecution forces them to flee their 

homes, taking only what they can carry 
and leaving most of their possessions 
behind. For example in Bahmani Walla 
and Gojra, Pakistan, anti-Christian riots 
and arson attacks in July and August 
2009 drove away hundreds of 
Christians. As a result Christians are 
displaced from their communities, away 
from their jobs, friends and church. 
Leaving their jobs means they can no 
longer work and earn money, at least 
not in the short term. No money means 
no food. In South Sudan, following 
recent attacks on villages and churches 
by the Lord’s Resistance Army, families 
were afraid to return to their homes and 
tend their fields; their crops will be 
spoiled and their source of food ruined 
for the year.

Christians in Burma (Myanmar) whose food supply was cut off by Cyclone Nargis 
in 2008 are rejoicing after receiving food parcels provided by Barnabas
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Others may also take advantage of 
Christians’ need and vulnerability. In the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, eye 
witnesses tell of food being handed out 
at mosques or given door-to-door by 
Muslims. The message played over 
loudspeakers was “What are the 
Christians doing to help? See how 
Muslims are meeting the needs of the 
community.” The Muslims were clearly 
exploiting the desperation of the 
neediest Christians in order to gain 
converts to Islam.

Barnabas Fund 
Relieving
Hunger
Barnabas Fund has a dedicated Feeding 
Fund (project reference 00-636), from 
which money is used to support projects 
where it is most needed. We also work in 
a number of specific countries through 
local churches or Christian organisations 
on the ground to provide food for some of 
the neediest Christian families. 

In Egypt, Christians face hostility and 
discrimination because of their faith. 
Christian children can be discriminated 
against in education; for example 
students can be failed in an exam simply 
because they are Christian, leading to 
their obtaining poor qualifications. 
Because of this and because of general 
anti-Christian discrimination, it is difficult 
for Christians to find employment. If they 
do, they are likely to be paid less than a 
Muslim doing the same job; as a result, 
many Egyptian Christians are extremely 
poor. In some parts of rural Egypt there 
are Christian children who do not even 
know what an egg is. Barnabas is 
assisting through the churches. Just £11 
per month can help to provide food and 
other basic needs for one family (project
reference 11-220).

In the Holy Land, Christians are caught in 
the cross-fire of a conflict that is not of 
their making. Traditionally most Christians 
had worked in the tourist business, and 
therefore many have been unemployed 
since 2000, when the current uprising 
began and tourist numbers dramatically 
dropped. £15 per month helps Barnabas 
to support Christian families by providing

food and other basic needs, such as 
financial assistance for electricity bills 
(project reference 65-377). Here, we also 
support a Christian school in Bethlehem 
which provides meals for its pupils from 
time to time; this is an important extra 
nutritional boost for the children, who 
mostly come from very poor families and 
do not eat well at home (project reference 
65-420).

In Iraq, huge numbers of Christian 
families have been forced to flee their 
homes in recent years because of the 
intimidation and violence directed 
towards them by Islamic militants. 
Hostility towards Christians began during 
the Gulf War of 1990-91 and has grown 
increasingly severe, especially since the 
2003 invasion. Some of the families who 
fled from the violence have taken refuge 
in relatively stable parts of northern Iraq 
and others in nearby countries, including 
Syria, Jordan and Lebanon. But many 
have struggled to find employment as 
there are not enough jobs (for example in 
northern Iraq) or they are forbidden to 
work (for example in Syria). When the 
families have used up their savings, they 
become very needy. Since 1999 
Barnabas has been supplying food aid 
and other basic needs to our brothers 
and sisters both inside Iraq (project
reference 20-246) and in neighbouring 
countries (project reference 20-383).
These food parcels, costing £19 per 
month, are distributed through local 
churches, helping the poorest families to 
survive. Typically they contain eggs, 
cooking oil, powdered milk, tea, tomato 
paste, pasta, tuna, corned beef, 
processed cheese, luncheon meat, 
pulses, rice, flour and sugar. 

In Zimbabwe, President Mugabe’s 
policies have led to massive inflation and 
the destruction of the country’s 
agricultural sector, creating a situation of 
desperate starvation in what was once 
the “bread-basket of Africa”. His regime 
has also targeted Christian leaders and 
church congregations amongst the many 
victims of its brutal oppression. Barnabas 
is helping to feed some of the neediest 
Christian families and orphans through 
feeding programmes organised by local 
churches. The project provides parcels of 
rice, beans, salt, sugar, flour and other 
necessities to thousands of people per 
month. Despite rising prices, the cost of a 

monthly food parcel is only £15 per 
family. Because extended families in 
Zimbabwe can number 9 or 10 people, 
the cost per person is just 5p per day 
(project reference 91-721).

In Pakistan, Barnabas is providing 
monthly food parcels to 617 very needy 
Christian families. Like the Dalits in India, 
the majority of Pakistani Christians have 
to take the lowliest and worst paid job. 
Many are so needy that they have to send 
their children out to work, to make ends 
meet. These 617 families are so happy 
that they never have to go to bed hungry 
any more. When asked what difference 
the food parcels made to her, one elderly 
woman simply replied “Look at me, I’m 
alive and healthy!” The provision of food 
parcels means that the families can afford 
to send their children to school. With an 
education, children will grow up to be 
able to get better jobs than their parents 
had and thus break the cycle of poverty 
and illiteracy. A food parcel in Pakistan 
for one family costs £17 per month.

Preparing for the monthly food 
distribution for poor Christian families 
in a village in Pakistan. One parcel 
typically contains flour, rice, sugar, 
tea, lentils, oil and bars of soap

This Pakistani Christian woman 
testified to the difference made to her 
life by Barnabas food parcels, saying, 
“Look at me, I’m alive!”
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“I am mother of six daughters. Before 
the food programme I was worried 
about their weddings. But because of 
food aid I was able to save money that 
really helped us to be able to arrange 
weddings of two of my daughters. 
Thank you.”

In Pakistani culture, the parents of the bride 
must provide a dowry. This can be an 
impossibility for very poor families, meaning 
that their daughters cannot marry, a cause 
of immense distress and shame
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Farooq Masih’s parents work in the brick 
kilns in Pakistan to support their family of 
10 children. Thanks to food parcels from 
Barnabas Fund, Farooq now goes to 
school. Because of his education, he can 
now keep a record of how many bricks 
his parents have made, as well as their 
earnings and expenses, meaning that his 
parents are less likely to be cheated by 
their employer.

As well as these long-running feeding 
programmes, Barnabas also provides 
food for vulnerable Christians in short-
term or emergency situations: for 
example, during famines caused by 
abnormal weather conditions in countries 

such as Burundi, Niger and Ethiopia, or in 
places where Christians have suffered 
anti-Christian mob violence, e.g. 
Indonesia and India, or have been caught 
up in refugee crises caused by war and 
conflict e.g. Lebanon and Pakistan. 

We also help to feed 1,600 Sudanese 
Christian children, refugees of the civil 
war in their country, who attend schools 
supported by Barnabas Fund. As well as 
lessons, they are given a cooked meal. 
For many this may be their only meal of 

Two women helping to prepare the 
daily meal, fed to children at a school 
for Sudanese Christian refugees

Farooq counting the bricks his family 
have made

“Before the food programme we were 
in debt of 20,000PRK (£170) and now 
we are debt free and able to send our 
children to school and planning to build 
our house next year.” 

Many impoverished Christians in Pakistan 
inherit debts incurred by earlier generations 
who needed to borrow money to buy food 
at a time of particular hardship

The Appeal letter will be sent to 
supporters in late November. Please look 
out for this in your mail and prayerfully 
consider how you and your church can 
help us to support needy and vulnerable 
members of our Christian family in Africa, 
Asia and the Middle East, who do not 
have enough to eat. 

We are often spoilt for choice when 
deciding which shop to visit when we 
need to buy food or which restaurant to 
eat in when we want to go out, and once 
we have made these decisions, we are 
then faced with thousands of food items 
on the shelves or scores of options in the 
restaurant. This is especially true at 
Christmas time – for many, a time of over-
indulgence when it comes to food. In 
Western society, we eat food for 
enjoyment not for hunger, but there are 
many Christians today who cannot take 
for granted even their daily bread.

This year, Barnabas Fund’s Christmas 
Appeal will focus on helping to feed our 
Christian brothers and sisters who, every 
day, face the worry of wondering where 
their next meal will come from. Through 
the provision of much-needed nutrition, 
Christians are given strength for their daily 
lives to continue their stand for Christ in 
the face of poverty and discrimination. 

Alongside are testimonies from two 
Pakistani recipients of a Barnabas feeding 
programme.

the day. If there was nothing to eat at 
school they would have to skip classes 
to go scavenging to find food. 

Conclusion 
Many of Barnabas’s projects aim to 
satisfy physical hunger. The provision of 
food parcels is transforming the lives of 
Christians who are living in poverty and 
need ... but we also aim to minister to the 
“spiritual hunger” of thousands of 
Christians around the world, to satisfy 
them with the “real food” that is found in 
Jesus Christ and that brings eternal life. 
“Then Jesus declared, ’I am the bread of 
life. He who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will 
never be thirsty.’” (John 6:35)

Christians are among the despised 
minorities in many countries, suffering 
from poverty and starvation. Please 
remember in your prayers all those 
who do not have enough to eat, and 
especially our Christian brothers 
and sisters.

Barnabas Fund’s Christmas Appeal to Feed the Hungry
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Testimonies

Beaten and 
Imprisoned for 
Teaching the 
Faith
Aimurat lives in Karakalpakstan in north-
west Uzbekistan. It is a hard place to be 
a Christian, but Aimurat, who was 
brought up as a Muslim, gave his life to 
the Lord and now serves as Assistant 
Pastor at a local church. One day in June 
2008 Aimurat, then aged 24, was visiting 
his senior pastor when police officers 
arrived and began questioning everyone 
about their church services and other 
Christian activities. The police kept them 
all confined to the house for the whole 
day, and would not let them eat, or even 
feed the baby. They searched the house 
and took away books, video cassettes of 
weddings, a computer and the senior 
pastor’s passport. 

Hearing the commotion at the house, 
some of the neighbours turned out, 
shouting at the police, “What are you 
doing? Leave them alone!” Their protests 
made no difference. The police simply 
ordered the neighbours to stay away or 

they would be arrested as anti-
government criminals and sent to jail. 

Finally the police left, but took with them 
Aimurat, his senior pastor and some other 
family members. While the rest were soon 
freed again, Aimurat was detained on 
charges of teaching religion without 
official approval and establishing or 
participating in a religious extremist 
organisation. During his time in prison, 
Aimurat was systematically beaten and 
told to deny Jesus. At the beginning of his 
ordeal he was hoping to stay strong but, 
weakened by the continual beatings, one 
day he found himself renouncing his faith. 
The beatings stopped. But Aimurat was 
immediately filled with remorse and began 
to pray, telling the prison guards, “You 
can kill me, but I do believe in Jesus and 
will never renounce Him!” This enraged 
the guards, and they began to beat him 
even more harshly than before until 
Aimurat eventually lost consciousness. 
When he came round, he knew that the 
only way he was going to survive during 
interrogations was by trusting the Lord 
Jesus.

After a month Aimurat was set free, 
covered in bruises and with several 
broken ribs, but still declaring his faith 
in Christ. 

Telling the 
Untold Stories
Thousands of Christians around the world know that their lives would be in danger 
if non-Christian family or friends were to find out that they were following Jesus. 
For many, when this day does come, they boldly declare that they love Jesus, and 
they refuse to renounce their faith, even in the face of physical beatings or death 
(see Acts 4 and 7). These are the hidden heroes of our faith.

Below we tell the stories of three Christians who turned to Christ from a Muslim 
background. 

A main street in Uzbekistan, where 
Christians like Aimurat and Huram face 
daily persecution. (Photo, Rolf Gross, 
rolfgross.dreamhosters.com)
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Testimonies

Persecution Postscript
The Uzbek authorities have now found 
another way to make life difficult for 
Aimurat. This year, he got married and 
wanted to change his internal passport to 
show his new status. Internal passports 
are very important in countries such as 
Uzbekistan as they are used for all 
important transactions from banking and 
exchanging currency to buying or selling 
property. The officials took his passport 
but did not give him a replacement. This 
leaves him without any official 
documents, an extremely vulnerable 
position in Central Asian society; the 
saying goes, “Without one’s passport, 
one does not exist.”

Youth Groups 
Born out of 
Persecution
“Huram” heard the truth about Jesus 
from a Christian friend in his home town 
near Samarkand, Uzbekistan. Filled with 
enthusiasm for his new-found faith, 
Huram left his family home to follow 
Jesus. 

Huram’s parents, who were Muslims, 
disapproved of his conversion, and in an 
attempt to make him forget his new faith, 
they sent him to stay with relatives in 
another town. But Huram joined a church 
there and set up a youth group. Angered 
by this, his parents sent him to relatives 
in yet another town; again he formed a 
church youth group. At a loss as to what 
to do with their son, Huram’s parents 
brought him back home and got a job for 
him to try to stop him going to church, 
but he continued to worship in secret 
with local Christians.

One day Huram was arrested by police 
because of his Christian activities. He 
received a heavy fine from the courts and 
was warned that if he was arrested again 
during that year he would face 
imprisonment. His fellow Christians have 
told him that if he does go to jail he 
should use the time to study his Bible 
and deepen his relationship with God.

Through his steadfastness and courage, 
Huram is fulfilling the Lord’s purpose of 
preaching the Word despite being 
“scattered” by persecution to new 
places (Acts 8: 1-4).

Buried in the 
Sand and Left 
to Die
”Mustafa” was a radio repairman in 
Abeche, Chad. His father died when he 
was a young boy, but through the 
influence of his mother he grew up to be 
passionate in his Islamic faith, and was 
seen as an authority on Islam by his 
friends and neighbours. 

One day, Mustafa listened in secret to a 
radio station that preached the Gospel in 
Arabic. The message of Jesus intrigued 
him, and eventually he became a 
Christian. In 1997 he was baptised, but 
when the Islamic Council of Abeche 
heard about this, they summoned him 
and his fellow Christians. In front of the 
local Sultan, the Christians were flogged
and asked to change their names, since 

Mustafa was kidnapped by military officials, buried in the sand and left to die, but 
by God’s grace he survived

they had now become “infidels”. 

Life became very difficult for Mustafa. He 
could not walk openly in the street; nor 
could he go to the market to buy food. 
Mustafa’s shop in the market was seized 
by his uncle. The local church leaders 
tried to help him by talking to the Islamic 
leaders in Abeche, but their intervention 
just made the situation worse. 

Since becoming a Christian, Mustafa’s 
life has also been threatened a number of 
times. In 2000 a Muslim preacher from 
Sudan who was visiting Abeche declared 
over loudspeakers that Mustafa should 
be killed because the Islamic committee 
there believed that he was influencing 
people in the town. 

On another occasion, during a visit to the 
town of Faya, Mustafa was kidnapped by 
military officers, taken out of town and 
left buried up to his waist in sand. The 
officers drove back to the town, but 
miraculously God enabled Mustafa to 
free himself from the sand and walk back 
to town later that night. 

Mustafa is grateful for God’s grace in his 
life and continues to serve the Lord as a 
pastor to other converts. 




